
K-Reading Kick-Start
Instructor: Mona Iyer, AMS, CDT, CALT
Evidence –Classroom-Based Reading Instruction Proven to Identify and Remediate Reading Deficits for emerging readers.
Developed by Mona Iyer, an early childhood educator and Montessori specialist for over 25 years, K-Reading Kickstart integrates Orton-Gillingham methods and Montessori techniques.

The objective of K-Reading Kickstart (K-Reading) is to provide a strong foundation in reading, writing and comprehension to young learners, and moreover, identify learners with reading difficulties and other comprehension issues.  K-Reading enhances reading skills by identifying different learning paths for groups with different learning abilities.

Phonological awareness is the key predictor of reading in young children.  Research shows that concrete phonological skills develop strong reading skills.  Phonological awareness is a broad term that incorporates several skills.  It is the ability to hear and manipulate the sound structure within words, i.e. recognize that language is made up of words, syllables, rhymes, and sounds (phonemes).  This knowledge occurs in oral language initially.  It is a critical aspect of early literacy development and is linked to the attainment of reading, comprehension, and spelling.  According to National Research Council (Snow, Burns, & Griffin, 1998) and National Reading Panel (NICHD, 2000) the critical components for teaching young children to read are:  

· Phonological awareness; 

· Phonics; 

· Vocabulary development; 

· Reading fluency, including oral reading skills; 

· Reading comprehension strategies.  

Multisensory Structured Language Education (MSLE) and Montessori techniques can work together to enhance beginning reading skills in preschool and kindergarten children.  Since the Montessori method is systematic and  multisensory, it blends well with MSLE to provide optimal results for early literacy development.  The educational methodology and learning modules using such a blended approach for reading and literacy development among young learners is presented here as a one-year program. 

K-Reading is designed as a one-year program for emerging readers (preK/K) in a classroom setting, to be run by one teacher and one or more assistants.  Assessment tools enable the teacher to group students according to reading ability. These tools also enable early identification of those students with more profound reading deficits who may require more specialized outside intervention. K-Reading also presents modules that address potential learning issues using a staggered approach enabling repetition of foundational aspects (re-teaching) by creating sub-groups.  

Figure 1 provides an overview of how the program works.
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This program offers a ‘prescriptive’ approach to reading and writing i.e. when a lesson is taught, the curriculum allows grouping of students according to their abilities and progress, and provides time to repeat lessons as required.  This helps student groups to move at a pace that is appropriate for them.  For example, a student may require individual attention or additional group time to learn a concept.  However, issues like dyslexia or dysgraphia may have to be addressed outside the program through specialized interventions.

Course dates: 

March 30-31 and April 6-7, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30
Practicum:

Bi-Monthly supervision: Six meetings online or onsite with one video-recorded lesson.
Materials:

Manual with lesson plans, sample activities (412 pages)
Manipulatives:
Rhyming: 

· 3 circle and 1 triangle card; 

· rhyme pictures; 

· 9-square template; 

· deck of rhyming cards                  

Words & Sentences:   

· 10 cubes (cubes represent words); 

· 2 Bingo Cards                  





Syllables: 

· 6 Rectangular colored foam pieces; 

· pictures with different number of syllables; 

· syllable graphing paper; 

· 2 Bingo cards                                 









Initial sounds: 
· Mirror; 

· circle, triangle, cards; 

· sound pictures beginning with the same sound; 

· card with 3 squares with a star on the top left; 

· 3 counters/student (each counter represents a sound); 

· pictures with cvc words; 

· paper bag     

Combination Sounds:  

· Pictures of words with two sounds, 

· card with three squares and a start on the left square
Alphabet:  

· Alphabet mats (yellow, green); 

· blue Upper-Case plastic letters;

· red Lower-Case plastic letters; 

· purple vowels; 

· pipe cleaners         








· Sounds: 

· 1 set of sandpaper letters; 









· keyword and sound cards; 

· phonogram cards; 

· pictures for sounds
· Reading:  

· 5 sets of consonant and vowel letters;

· 5 sets of purple vowels;


 

· pictures with cvc words; 

· three-squares card with star on the left square                           





· Handwriting: 
· Pipe cleaners; 

· lined paper                                      






· Spelling: 

· Lined paper; 

· 10 counters; 

· 6 rectangular colored foam pieces                                                                            


