
 

 

In Loving Memory 

 

 

It is with great sadness that ASDEC announces the loss of our beloved 

founder and former Executive Director, Claire Nissenbaum, on July 28, 2021. 

A long-time educator and expert in learning disabilities training, Claire 

founded ASDEC in 2000 with the mission of promoting reading success for 

students and adults with dyslexia. She proudly served as the Executive 

Director until she retired in 2009.  

 

Claire was born in Brooklyn, New York, where she was raised, attended 

college and graduate school. She started her career as an elementary school 

teacher, and later worked with the Board of Education, as well as worked as 

a reporter for the Montgomery County Sentinel, where she focused on child 

abuse cases.  Claire was a lifetime educator, an expert in study skills for 

children, and a pioneer in supporting children with learning disabilities and 

helping parents and schools provide the appropriate interventions to allow 

children to succeed. Claire co-founded the TRI-Services Center/National 

Institute of Dyslexia with her long-time friend and business partner, Dr. 

Betty Levinson, a clinical psychologist. They later founded the Center School 

in Chevy Chase, Maryland for children with dyslexia and related learning 

disabilities, which included a summer camp and a graduate training 

program. She played a leadership role in The International Multisensory 

Structured Language Education Council as well as the International Dyslexia 

Association and was a practitioner in the Academy of Orton-Gillingham. 

Throughout her career, Claire received several major awards, including the 

American Federation of Teachers' John Dewey lifetime educator award. In 

1987, the Center School was recognized by the White House Office of 

Education as a model educational program, and in 1977, Tri-Services was 

honored by the President's Commission on Mental Health.  

It was through her indefatigable determination and excellence in leadership 

that Claire established ASDEC as the premier training center for Certified 

Academic Therapists on the east coast. Under her administration, summer 

instructional programs for struggling readers were created, offering 

elementary-aged, middle and high school students the opportunity to 



improve vital core skills in reading, spelling, comprehension, morphology, 

math, grammar and writing. For many students, it marked the beginning of 

feeling self-confident; many students obtained a new love for reading. 

Because of her concerted efforts to provide year-round instruction and 

support for dyslexic students, ASDEC has trained and certified scores of 

highly trained therapists who serve as private practitioners, instructors of 

methodology in the cutting-edge research of the Science of Reading for 

private and public-school teachers, supervisors of several MSLT accredited 

programs, and coordinators of school training. Seamlessly, Claire 

contributed greatly to the local and national community to increase 

awareness, identification, and remediation of dyslexic students. She leaves 

us as a champion and leader in the fields of dyslexia and literacy. 

Claire is survived by her children, Ellen, Dan and John and their spouses, 

and five grandchildren. She was predeceased by her loving husband, Hy 

Nissenbaum. Services were held privately. For those interested in making a 

donation in her honor, the family requests contributions to ASDEC 

(www.asdec.org), to the Claire and Hy Nissenbaum Fund. 

http://www.asdec.org/

